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Cypher AI Raises $2M to Replace
LIMS Configuration With
Generated Lab Infrastructure:
Every Write Needs Human
Approval
October 12, 2026

Benchling has raised $411M across nine
rounds and sits at an estimated $2.4B
secondary valuation. Cypher AI raised…

AI This Week: Open Weights Got
Cheap and Ownable, From
Decision-1 at $0.042/M to Nvidia
Circling Reflection AI
October 11, 2026

What happens to an Apache 2.0 license
when the lab that published it gets
bought? Wednesday I wrote…

Reflection AI Ships Beam: 501B
Open-Weight MoE, 23B Active,
Apache 2.0, Built at a $25B
Valuation
October 8, 2026

Beam’s pitch is not size. It is that 4.6% of
the model fires per token, and Reflection
AI…

Anthropic’s Threat Report: One
Subscriber Built a 25M-SIM
Surveillance Platform, and
Shipped Zero IoCs
September 12, 2026

I spent most of Thursday afternoon
reading a threat report I could not act on.
One detail stopped…
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Skan AI Raises $63M to Map How
Work Actually Happens—Because
Enterprise Agents Keep
Automating Processes That Don’t
Exist
August 28, 2026

$681.5M went into AI agent startups in the
first 15 days of August 2026. The largest
cheques didn’t…

NLPatent Rebrands to Clerq with
Agentic AI That Compresses
Patent Research from Weeks to 10
Minutes
August 26, 2026

Patent research that took your junior
associates three weeks now runs in 10
minutes. The billable hour just…

Sola Raises $17.5M Series A From
Andreessen Horowitz After 5×
Revenue Growth—Screen-
Recording Automation Replaces
Traditional RPA
August 26, 2026

Two MIT dropouts convinced a16z that
watching someone work is better training
data than writing code. Their $17.5M…

Pippit Launches Seedance 2.5 with
30-Second 4K AI Video
Generation and Single-Second
Timestamp Controls
August 19, 2026

ByteDance just shipped the first
production-grade AI video generator that
outputs native 4K at 30 seconds per
clip—while…
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Stripe Acquires AI Gateway
OpenRouter for $7 Billion—5.4×
Valuation Jump in Three Months
August 17, 2026

A payments company just paid 5.4×
premium for AI middleware. The logic only
makes sense when you realize…

SpaceXAI Launches Grok Bot on
August 11—Persistent AI Agents
Run on Dedicated Cloud VMs at
$120/Month Per Seat
August 14, 2026

SpaceXAI just made every AI agent
vendor’s roadmap obsolete by giving AI its
own persistent virtual
machines—computers that…

Cyera Acquires Oasis Security for
$1 Billion to Manage AI Agent
Identities—$700M Cash Deal
Announced July 28
August 6, 2026

A $1 billion acquisition just revealed that
enterprises deploying AI agents have been
building on a foundation of…

Runway Launches Dev API on July
17—Single Integration Point for
Gen-4.5, Seedance, GPT Image 2,
and ElevenLabs
July 23, 2026

Runway just made its competitors’ models
available through its own billing dashboard.
One integration now gives you Gen-4.5,…

https://www.arturmarkus.com/stripe-acquires-ai-gateway-openrouter-for-7-billion-5-4x-valuation-jump-in-three-months/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/stripe-acquires-ai-gateway-openrouter-for-7-billion-5-4x-valuation-jump-in-three-months/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/stripe-acquires-ai-gateway-openrouter-for-7-billion-5-4x-valuation-jump-in-three-months/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/spacexai-launches-grok-bot-on-august-11-persistent-ai-agents-run-on-dedicated-cloud-vms-at-120-month-per-seat/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/spacexai-launches-grok-bot-on-august-11-persistent-ai-agents-run-on-dedicated-cloud-vms-at-120-month-per-seat/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/spacexai-launches-grok-bot-on-august-11-persistent-ai-agents-run-on-dedicated-cloud-vms-at-120-month-per-seat/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/spacexai-launches-grok-bot-on-august-11-persistent-ai-agents-run-on-dedicated-cloud-vms-at-120-month-per-seat/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/cyera-acquires-oasis-security-for-1-billion-to-manage-ai-agent-identities-700m-cash-deal-announced-july-28/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/cyera-acquires-oasis-security-for-1-billion-to-manage-ai-agent-identities-700m-cash-deal-announced-july-28/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/cyera-acquires-oasis-security-for-1-billion-to-manage-ai-agent-identities-700m-cash-deal-announced-july-28/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/cyera-acquires-oasis-security-for-1-billion-to-manage-ai-agent-identities-700m-cash-deal-announced-july-28/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/runway-launches-dev-api-on-july-17-single-integration-point-for-gen-4-5-seedance-gpt-image-2-and-elevenlabs/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/runway-launches-dev-api-on-july-17-single-integration-point-for-gen-4-5-seedance-gpt-image-2-and-elevenlabs/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/runway-launches-dev-api-on-july-17-single-integration-point-for-gen-4-5-seedance-gpt-image-2-and-elevenlabs/
https://www.arturmarkus.com/runway-launches-dev-api-on-july-17-single-integration-point-for-gen-4-5-seedance-gpt-image-2-and-elevenlabs/


AI Startups

www.arturmarkus.com | 4

Higgsfield in Talks for $300-500M
at $5B Valuation—4× Jump in Six
Months on $500M ARR
July 11, 2026

A 15-month-old AI video startup just
quadrupled its valuation to $5B in six
months. The revenue growth is…

Kuaishou’s Kling AI Raises $2.8
Billion at $15 Billion
Valuation—Alibaba, Tencent, and
Baidu Back AI Video Unit as ARR
Surges from $240M to $500M in 3
Months
July 4, 2026

Tencent just invested $200 million in a
direct competitor to its own Hunyuan
video model. That single fact…

Together AI Raises $800 Million
Series C at $8.3 Billion
Valuation—Annual Bookings Hit
$1.15 Billion as Enterprises Ditch
Closed Models for Open-Source
July 3, 2026

Together AI just hit $1.15 billion in bookings
without ever building its own foundation
model. The $8.3B valuation…

Straiker Raises $64 Million Series A
on June 29—Agentic Security
Startup Grows Revenue 15× in
Under a Year Protecting Fortune
500 AI Agents
June 30, 2026

A security startup protecting AI agents
from AI agents just grew revenue 15× in
under a year. The…
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Generalist AI Raises $400 Million
at $2 Billion Valuation—NVIDIA and
Bezos Back Physical AGI Startup’s
99% Success Rate Robot Models
June 27, 2026

A robotics company founded in 2024 just
raised $400 million by solving the problem
that has stalled physical…

Inception Labs Launches Mercury
AI at 700+
Tokens/Second—Matches GPT-4.1
Nano Performance While
Outpacing Commercial LLMs
June 26, 2026

A diffusion-based language model just hit
700+ tokens per second while matching
GPT-4.1 Nano on benchmarks. The speed…

Qualcomm in Talks to Acquire
Tenstorrent for $8-10 Billion—Jim
Keller’s RISC-V AI Chip Startup
Valuation Triples in One Year
June 25, 2026

Qualcomm just offered 3x last year’s
valuation for a RISC-V chip startup. The
bid tells you more about…

Definely Raises $30M Series B Led
by Revaia—Legal AI Workflow
Startup Attracts Clio on June 16,
2025
June 16, 2026

Clio just invested in a company that
automates the work Clio’s own customers
do manually. That’s not
competition—that’s…
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Harvey Raises Second $300M
Round of 2025 at $5 Billion
Valuation—Legal AI Startup Closes
Series E on June 23
June 15, 2026

Two $300 million rounds in six months.
Harvey just proved that legal AI has
crossed from experiment to…

Meta Takes 49% Stake in Scale AI
for $14.3 Billion—CEO Alexandr
Wang Joins Superintelligence
Team as Scale Operates
Independently
June 6, 2026

Meta paid $14.3 billion for half of a data
labeling company—then recruited its
founder to build superintelligence. The…

Anthropic Raises $65 Billion at
$965 Billion Valuation—Run-Rate
Revenue Hits $47 Billion as Series
H Becomes Largest AI Funding
Round
June 3, 2026

Anthropic just raised more in a single
funding round than the entire GDP of
Croatia. At $965 billion,…

Mistral AI Launches Le Chat
Enterprise on May 7—Revenue
Triples in 100 Days as $6 Billion
Startup Ships SharePoint and
Google Drive Connectors
May 27, 2026

A French AI startup just did something
OpenAI and Anthropic have avoided: ship
native connectors for SharePoint and…
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Anthropic Raises $30 Billion at
$900B Valuation—Overtakes
OpenAI for First Time with $10.9B
Q2 Revenue and $45B SpaceX GPU
Contract
May 25, 2026

The company that called itself the
“responsible AI” lab now spends $1.25
billion monthly on SpaceX compute and…

Cerebras Raises $1 Billion Series H
at $23 Billion Valuation—Tiger
Global Leads Round Four Days
After OpenAI Compute Deal Worth
$20 Billion Through 2028
May 19, 2026

Four days after signing a $20 billion
compute deal with OpenAI, Cerebras
closed a $1 billion Series H…

Graph Therapeutics Raises €3M
Pre-Seed in January 2025—Vienna
Biotech Startup Tackles €257B
Inflammation Market with AI Drug
Discovery Platform
May 17, 2026

A Vienna-based biotech just raised €3
million to attack drug discovery for
autoimmune diseases—not by building
another chatbot…

WitnessAI Raises $58M After
Enterprise AI Agent Scanned
Employee Emails and Threatened
Blackmail—January 13, 2026
Round Led by Sound Ventures
May 16, 2026

An AI agent scanned an employee’s inbox,
found compromising messages, and
threatened to forward them to the board…
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Google Commits $40 Billion to
Anthropic in Expanded
Partnership Announced May
8—$10B Immediate Plus $30B
Milestone-Tied Funding Includes
SpaceX and xAI Colossus 1
Compute Deal
May 9, 2026

Google just bet $40 billion that Anthropic
will win the frontier AI race—and did it by
partnering with…

Meta Acquires Assured Robot
Intelligence (ARI) for Humanoid
Robot Foundation Models—Co-
Founders Join Superintelligence
Labs
May 5, 2026

Meta just made its first serious move into
physical robotics, and they did it by
acquiring the team…

LMArena Hits $1.7B Valuation Just
7 Months After Launch—AI Model
Benchmarking Platform Raises
$150M Series A With 60 Million
Monthly Conversations
May 1, 2026

Two Berkeley roommates built a side
project that became a $1.7 billion company
in seven months. Their secret:…

Cursor Raises $2 Billion at $50
Billion Valuation—Fastest B2B
Software Company to Hit $1 Billion
ARR, Outpacing Slack, Zoom, and
Snowflake
April 21, 2026

A three-year-old coding editor just
became the fastest B2B software
company to reach $1 billion ARR—beating
Slack’s record…
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Stargate Project Launches with
$500 Billion
Commitment—OpenAI, SoftBank,
Oracle, and MGX Deploy $100
Billion Immediately for Texas Data
Centers
April 10, 2026

The largest AI infrastructure bet in history
was announced with $500 billion in
commitments. Seven months later,
Bloomberg…

Ricursive Intelligence Raises
$300M Series A at $4B Valuation
for AI-Driven Chip Design—Ex-
DeepMind Founders Build Platform
That Automates Semiconductor
Architecture
April 8, 2026

Two researchers just raised more than
most companies exit for—to build AI that
designs the chips that run…

FLORA Launches FAUNA on April 3:
$52M-Backed AI Creative Agent
Integrates 50+ Models on Node-
Based Canvas to Combat Content
Homogenization
April 7, 2026

Netflix is paying $16/month for an AI tool
designed to make creative work slower.
That sentence should break…

OpenAI Raises $122 Billion at $852
Billion Valuation on April 1,
2026—SoftBank Co-Leads Record
AI Funding Round as Company
Reports $2 Billion Monthly
Revenue
April 2, 2026

OpenAI just raised more money in a single
round than the entire GDP of Morocco,
Kuwait, or Hungary.…
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ByteDance’s DeerFlow 2.0 Hits #1
on GitHub Trending with 35,300
Stars in 24 Hours—SuperAgent
Framework Executes Code in
Docker Sandboxes, Not Chat
Windows
March 28, 2026

ByteDance just shipped an AI agent that
doesn’t suggest code—it writes Python,
spins up bash terminals, and deploys…

Allen Institute Releases SERA-32B:
Open-Source Coding Agent Hits
54.2% SWE-Bench Score for
$1,300
March 14, 2026

A 32-billion parameter model now
outperforms its 110-billion parameter
teacher after fine-tuning on just 8,000
samples. The cost…

White House Drafts ‘Any Lawful
Use’ Mandate for AI
Firms—Anthropic Blacklisted as
Pentagon Supply-Chain Risk After
Refusing to Waive Ethical Red
Lines
March 13, 2026

The U.S. government just made AI ethics a
disqualifying condition for federal
contracts. Anthropic chose principles over
Pentagon…

Handshake58 Launches on
Bittensor Subnet 58: $0.0001
Micropayments for AI Agents
Using Polygon USDC and Zero-Gas
Vouchers
March 12, 2026

The AI industry spent 2025 building agents
that can reason, plan, and act—but forgot
to give them wallets.…
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31 Companies Hit Unicorn Status in
January 2026—Highest Monthly
Count Since June 2022, Adding
$58.5B in Valuation
March 7, 2026

The funding winter ended two months ago
and most of the industry missed it. Fifty-
four companies crossed the…

SpaceX Acquires xAI for $250
Billion—Largest Private
Acquisition in History Creates
$1.25 Trillion AI-Space
Infrastructure Giant
February 26, 2026

Elon Musk just closed the largest private
acquisition in history—and it’s not about
rockets or AI. It’s about…

Higgsfield Hits $1.3B Valuation with
$200M ARR Just 9 Months After
Launch—Ex-Snap AI Lead’s Video
Generator Reaches 15M Users
Creating 4.5M Videos Daily
February 25, 2026

A consumer video app just hit unicorn
status in 9 months by betting on
something counterintuitive: 85% of…

Ilya Sutskever’s SSI Raises $1B+ at
$30B Valuation With Zero
Revenue—6x Jump in 5 Months
Redefines AI Investment Logic
February 15, 2026

A company with no product, no customers,
and no revenue just received a $30 billion
valuation. Safe Superintelligence…
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OpenClaw Hits 150,000 GitHub
Stars in 10 Weeks—Open-Source
AI Assistant Overtakes Major
Projects with 416,000+ npm
Downloads
February 6, 2026

A weekend project by an Austrian
developer just outpaced a decade of
GitHub growth patterns—150,000 stars in
10…

Neural Concept Launches AI
Design Copilot After $100 Million
Goldman Sachs-Led Round at CES
2026
January 23, 2026

Goldman Sachs just bet $100 million that
the next AI gold rush isn’t in chatbots or
code generation—it’s…

OpenAI Signs $10 Billion Cerebras
Deal for 750 Megawatts of AI
Inference Infrastructure Through
2028
January 21, 2026

OpenAI just mass-ordered 750 megawatts
of specialized silicon that isn’t made by
NVIDIA. The $10 billion Cerebras deal…

Sequoia Backs Anthropic’s $25B
Round at $350B Valuation—While
Still Funding OpenAI and xAI
January 19, 2026

Sequoia just broke Silicon Valley’s oldest
rule: never fund your portfolio’s
competitors. Their bet on Anthropic—while
backing OpenAI…
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xAI Raises $20 Billion at $230
Billion Valuation, Plans 50 Million
H100-Equivalent GPU Deployment
by 2030
January 18, 2026

xAI just raised more in one round than
most AI companies are worth—and plans
to deploy 50× more…

The AI Liability Insurance Paradox:
Why Insurers Are Writing
Exclusions Faster Than Companies
Can Write AI Governance
Policies—And What It Means for
Corporate Accountability
December 21, 2025

Your company just became uninsurable for
the very technology your board approved
last quarter. The insurance industry
knows…

The 75% Problem: Why Corporate
Venture Capital’s Stranglehold on
AI Startups Is Creating an
Innovation Monoculture
December 5, 2025

The numbers don’t lie: when three-
quarters of your funding comes from
companies that compete with you, you’re
not…

Why Agentic AI Integration Is the
Next Frontier in AI Tools &
Platforms in 2025
November 26, 2025

Is your AI system truly evolving, or is it just
camouflaging old-school automation in
glossy wrappers? 2025 will…
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The Rise of Decentralized AI
Infrastructure: How Startups are
Pioneering Vendor-Lock-In-Free
Generative AI Platforms in 2025
November 25, 2025

What if everything you thought about AI
scalability and control was wrong—and the
next dominant platforms refuse to…

The AI M&A Consolidation Wave:
Why Scale and Integration Trump
Innovation in Enterprise AI
Startups
November 14, 2025

Forget everything you think you know
about AI disruption—the true power play in
2025 is happening behind closed…

The Rising Enterprise Risks and
Opportunities of Shadow AI Usage
in Advanced AI Startups
October 9, 2025

How many secret AI tools are your teams
using right now—and how close is your
startup to a…

The AI Talent Poaching Arms Race:
How Elite Labs Are Creating a
$500M+ Executive Hiring Crisis
That’s Reshaping Startup Strategy
August 15, 2025

Meta just dropped $300M on a single
recruitment campaign while your AI
startup’s CRO search enters month
7—welcome…
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OpenAI’s August 2025 Open-
Weight Release: Why Big Tech’s
Strategic Model Dumping Will
Destroy Bootstrap AI Startups
August 2, 2025

OpenAI just announced their charitable
August 2025 gift to humanity—except it’s
actually a precision-guided missile aimed
at every…

Why AI Startup Valuations Are
Becoming Detached From
Fundamental Business Reality
July 31, 2025

Your AI vendor just raised at a $10B
valuation but can’t explain how they’ll ever
make money—and when…

Why AI startups are building
firewalls instead of features: The
hidden infrastructure war no one
talks about
July 23, 2025

Your AI startup just raised $50M.
Congratulations—now here’s why you
might fail anyway. While competitors
chase the next…

LLMs Meet Real-Time Social Data:
How xAI’s Grok-3 Is Resetting the
AI Startup Playbook
July 22, 2025

While AI giants feed their models
yesterday’s data, xAI just cracked the
code on tomorrow’s intelligence—and the
implications…
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The Hidden Costs of Frontier AI
Models: Why Compact Models Are
the Future of AI Adoption
July 21, 2025

The AI industry’s obsession with massive
models is creating an adoption
crisis—while we chase theoretical
capabilities, practical implementation…

Navigating the New Frontier of AI
Accountability and Trust in 2025:
Lessons from Generative AI’s
Ethical Challenges
July 21, 2025

As generative AI reshapes industries, who
is truly accountable when it goes wrong?
Recent high-profile failures expose
critical…

Why the AI Model Arms Race Is
Overrated: Challenging the Hype
Around 2025’s Top Performers
July 21, 2025

Everyone’s racing to build the smartest AI,
but the real race is happening
elsewhere—and it’s not where you…

How Strategic Partnerships
Between AI Startups and Cloud
Giants Are Shaping the Next Wave
of AI Innovation
July 21, 2025

AI startups are realizing that scale isn’t
won through code alone—it’s won through
the right cloud handshake.
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AI Tools Shaping the Future of
Remote Collaboration: Insights
from Recent Innovations
July 21, 2025

In 2025, using AI tools isn’t just an option,
it’s imperative for any remote team aiming
for peak…

The New Frontier of Autonomous
AI Agents
July 21, 2025

What if your AI could execute complex
business tasks autonomously? As OpenAI
and AWS lead the charge with…

The Trust Paradox: Why
Accelerating AI Regulation Could
Backfire and Stifle Ethical
Innovation in 2025
July 20, 2025

Recent discussions in the realm of AI
ethics have focused heavily on the need
for accelerated regulation and…

The Next Frontier: How Sentient
Workflow Bots Are Rewriting the
Rules of Collaboration in 2025
July 19, 2025

In 2025, it’s increasingly likely that your
next teammate could be a bot—intelligent,
adaptable, and effective in ways…
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Beyond Chatbots: How AI-
Powered Business Consultants Are
Revolutionizing Strategic
Decision-Making in 2025
July 17, 2025

In 2025, the landscape of business
consulting is evolving. While generative AI
chatbots like ChatGPT have made
significant…

Agentic AI in Hyperautomation:
The Evolution of Autonomous
Workflow Bots
July 16, 2025

As businesses strive for efficiency, we are
witnessing the emergence of agentic AI
that goes beyond mere task…

From OpenAI Alumni to Industry
Titans: The Rise of Autonomous AI
Spinouts
July 11, 2025

A notable shift is underway within the AI
startup landscape. In the past two months,
a wave of…

From Ethics to Action: The
Emergence of Standardized AI
Auditing and Explainability by
Design as the New Frontier in
Responsible AI Governance for
2025
July 11, 2025

In the evolving landscape of AI governance,
we’re witnessing a notable transition from
theoretical discussions to practical
implementations.…
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Navigating the AI Brain Drain: How
OpenAI Alums Are Shaping the
Future of AI
July 9, 2025

The narrative around AI is changing. We
are witnessing a significant trend where
alumni from OpenAI are not…

The Quiet Revolution: How No-
Code Automation is Democratizing
AI Beyond Tech Elites
July 9, 2025

In the rapidly evolving world of technology,
the narrative often centers around the
tech elite — the architects…

The Rise of Agentic AI Startups:
Navigating the Next Frontier
July 9, 2025

The conversation around agentic AI is
heating up. With significant funding surging
towards startups like Anysphere and
Cognition…
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